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eholding the troubled faces of His eleven faithful Apostles during His last
Passover supper Jesus our Lord assured them saying, “Do not let your hearts
be troubled. Believe in God, believe in me also. In my Father’s house there are many
dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place
for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you
to myself so that where I am, there you also may be (Jn.14:1-3).” But alas, Thomas
exclaimed “Lord, we do not know where you are going”. What our Lord was telling
them was totally beyond their farthest imagination. Our Lord would make them
see the truth of His words. But they would have to wait and share the trauma of His
bodily death and burial until He would rejoin them most unexpectedly after His
bodily resurrection from the dead in the Holy Spirit. And then, after a period of
‘forty days’ they would see Him depart from their very midst to go to His eternal
Father’s house: ‘...as they were watching he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out
of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly
two men in white robes stood by them and said: “Men of Galilee, why do you stand
looking upward to heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven,
will come in the same way as you saw him go to heaven (Acts 1:9-11).”’ That was
when they understood quite plainly the words spoken to them by our Lord about
the dwelling places He was going to prepare in His eternal Father’s house for every
one of His faithful disciples on earth until the end of time. And the coming of the
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Holy Spirit on them on Pentecost day not only confirmed the truth of our Lord’s
words but also perfected their understanding of it.
On the first of November of every year the Church not only celebrates the
blessed life of all the victorious disciples of our Lord with Him in His eternal Father’s
heavenly house but it also joyfully proclaims and thankfully celebrates the
eschatological success of our Lord’s high priestly work in every one of them through
the mission of His Holy Spirit as the Spirit of truth in their spiritual souls from the
day of their baptism in His Name until their departure from their earthly bodies in
perfect charity for His eternal Father. To say that the Catholic Church is the
community of the baptized ‘in Christ’ simply means that it is the community of all
those in whom the Son our Lord Jesus Christ is seriously pursuing His high priestly
work to prepare them for the moment of their departure from their earthly bodies
to join Him in the dwelling places He has prepared for every one of them in heaven.
If we make His everyday priestly work in our spiritual souls successful until the
end we too shall join our Lord with the Saints in his heavenly Father’s house. If we
make His everyday priestly work in our spiritual souls a failure through our worldly
mindedness and secular interests we shall certainly be condemned to join the Devil
and its angels in eternal hell fire. If this be true of all the baptized, what will it be for
us if we ordained priests of our Lord are content with merely ‘proclaiming the
word’ and ‘administering sacraments’ and making a living instead of painstakingly
and seriously working with the believing baptized for whom we celebrate our Lord’s
holy sacrifice of the Cross and serve His sanctifying sacraments to make our Lord’s
high priestly work in their spiritual souls an eschatological success? “Awake sleeper.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far
gone, the day is at hand. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the
armour of light (Rom.13:11-12a).”

POPE’S INTENTION: NOVEMBER 2021
Universal Intention – People who suffer from
depression:
We pray that people who suffer from depression
or burn-out will find support and a light that
opens them up to life.
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Solemnities and Feasts
1. ALL SAINTS’ DAY (November 1st)
Heaven is populated with uncanonized holy men and
women known to God alone
Martyrs were so revered in the early Church that their
places and dates of death were sanctified by the candles,
prayers, and votive offerings of the faithful grateful for their
witness. So many were the martyrs, though, that by the
early fourth-century it became impossible to solemnize
each individually on the Church’s crowded calendar. There
thus arose, over centuries, and in different ways in different
regions, the custom of commemorating the memory of all
the holy ones on one specific day of the year. By the early eighth-century, a Feast of
All Saints was celebrated in Rome on November 1. The Feast was extended to the
entire Church in the next century.
The universal sanctoral calendar of the Catholic Church is like a saint’s All-Star
team. Only the most talented make the cut. There are many more canonized saints
besides those on the universal calendar. Some saints are commemorated only locally
or regionally, others are historically obscure, and still others did not give a
sufficiently universal witness to merit inclusion on the Church’s universal calendar.
The Church defines a saint as a soul enjoying the Beatific Vision in heaven. So,
besides the famous saints found on the universal calendar and the lesser-known
saints not on that calendar, there are still many more souls in heaven not officially
recognized as saints at all. These are the saints we celebrate in a particular way
today.
The Solemnity of All Saints commemorates all those holy men, women, children,
martyrs, confessors and unknown others who lived lives of such holiness that upon
death they either entered directly into God’s presence in heaven or duly purified
their soul of every imperfection in purgatory before then advancing into His
presence. All-Star saints such as Saint Augustine and Saint Francis of Assisi stand
shoulder to shoulder in heaven with forgotten grandmas, quiet uncles, and unknown
martyrs. These unrecognized but holy souls did not convert entire tribes, found
religious communities, or have their bones crushed by the jaws of lions in the
arena. Maybe they just kept their mouth shut when they had just the right words
to humiliate a family member. Magnanimity. Perhaps they cooked dinner night
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after night for their family out of a sense of duty, while they gazed out the kitchen
window, dreaming of another life far away doing greater deeds. Humility. Or maybe
they refused to cooperate with an immoral boss and lost their job, never to recover
financially, their dreams ruined for a principled stance. Fortitude.
The dense population of heaven is unknown to us on earth, but not to God, the
audience of One we should most desire to please. There are as many pathways to
God as there are people, since God wants to make a project of each and every one of
us. All the saints lived heroic lives in their own unique ways. Some were the steeple
to the village, seen by all and inspiring others to greatness. But most saints had
lower profiles. They were more like the squat stone blocks forming the church’s
foundation, silently holding up the entire structure. They received little notice or
credit despite buttressing the entire building. Without their support the church,
and all of its flash, would collapse. Today we commemorate those silent and sturdy
ones who, without cease and without complaint, buttressed the family, the marriage,
the parish, the Church, the community, the faith. Among the communion of saints
are some few illustrious citizens whose virtues sparkle on their special days. But
today we honor, remember, and seek to imitate that broader population of heaven
never raised to the public altars but who offered their lives in quiet ways to God.
They received the Body of Christ and lived His teachings in an exemplary manner
in season and out of season until all seasons converged and God called them back
to Himself.
All holy men and women, so close to us yet still so far, gather our prayers to
yourselves and intercede in heaven on our behalf. May our holy desires be accomplished
through that chorus of prayers you constantly present to the Father surrounded by
all His angels in heaven.
Source: mycatholic.life

2. ALL SOULS’ DAY (November 2nd)
The earthly Church prays for the Church in Purgatory in hope of a reunion in
Heaven
Every country has a civic feast day dedicated to soldiers who died for the nation.
Every country has a tomb of the unknown soldier where an honor guard stands
solemnly erect near an unnamed hero whose grave represents all the unknowns
who never walked off the ship to hug their wife, who never met their parents at the
airport and drove home. All Souls Day is like such Memorial Days and Tombs of the
Unknown. Because of the Church’s ancient pedigree, timeless customs, and
unmatched role in shaping cultures, it is more apt to say, though, that civic customs
and ceremonies imitate the Church’s practice rather than the opposite.
The Feast of All Souls is the Catholic Memorial Day. Today the Church
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commemorates the souls of all the baptized
who have died and yet who do not yet enjoy
life with God in heaven. It is Catholic teaching
that souls needing post-death purification can
benefit from the prayers, alms, sacrifices, and
Mass offerings of souls on earth. The Old
Testament recounts the Jewish belief that the
deceased benefit from temple sacrifice made
on their behalf. Continuing this Semitic
practice, prayers for the dead were offered by Christians from the very earliest
years of the Church. The walls of the Christian catacombs of Rome were crowded
with innumerable marble plaques in succinct Latin praying for the dead. There has
never been a time when the Church has not commemorated, remembered, and
prayed for the dead.
Few die with their souls so perfectly purified from sin and imperfection that
they proceed directly to the Beatific Vision. No one is prepared for a ten thousand
amp light to shine into their eyeballs the moment they awake. Nor at the moment
of death would most be prepared for the intense light of God Himself to gaze into
our imperfect souls. We would simply not be ready for such a holy searchlight
examining our every dark corner. The soul first needs to be purified. Its sins must
first be burned away in the fire of God’s merciful love. This is purgatory. It is the
ante-chamber of heaven, the place of waiting and preparation where the soul is
readied to enter and absorb the whitest of God’s light. But souls in purgatory have
no free will or ability to atone by themselves for themselves. They depend on us.
They advance in purification due to our prayers and offerings for them. This is
why we pray for the dead and offer Masses for their advancement into heaven.
The Feast of All Souls, then, is much more than a spiritual family reunion where
we visit the graves of our ancestors and recall with a tear all the good times. All
Souls Day longs for a deeper bond, for an ultimate reunion with God at the head of
the family in heaven with all His saints and angels. The dark arts of pagandom
understand well the role the dead play in the imagination of the living. Vampires,
werewolves, ghosts, zombies and witches surface in many cultures on this day. They
manifest a frustrated, non-Christian longing for the afterlife. These characters are
the living dead who inhabit the middle ground between earthly life and ultimate
death. The undead, the forever young, the “after life but before judgment” souls lust
after the flesh and blood of the living to preserve their immortality. In this imaginary
world, death feeds on the sacrifice of life, especially young and beautiful life, so that
dark powers can slake their thirst.
Today we put such fiction to the side and mobilize Christian prayer and sacrifice
for Christian souls on a Christian Feast. Through the Sacraments, grace, redemptive
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suffering, alms giving, good deeds and fasting we move through the shadowlands of
occult fiction, horror movies, and vampire legends. The hidden land of the dead is
not just beyond the edge of the woods, or in the dark of night after the last ember of
the campfire goes black and cold. The Church offers mystery enough for everyone.
The deathly battle of good and evil, of devils against angels, of sin against grace, of
the cross against temptation, is not fiction. It’s as serious as cancer. In this
supernatural arena, souls hang in the balance, with heaven or hell, eternal life or
eternal death, resting on the scales. Today we put our fingers on that scale and tip
the balance in favor of those we love who have gone before us.
All Holy Souls, our prayers and Mass offerings are directed to you this day, in the
hope that what we do on earth may benefit your advancement toward a fully divine
life in heaven where you may, in turn, pray that we may one day join you there.
Source: mycatholic.life

RECEIPT OF LOCAL MASS INTENTIONS
Date

Parish/Individual

No. of Masses

30.09.2021
05.10.2021
05.10.2021
05.10.2021
12.10.2021
13.10.2021
14.10.2021
20.10.2021
28.10.2021
02.11.2021

BANDLINES
JAHANUMA
SECUNDERABAD
KHAIRATABAD
GUNFOUNDRY
GANDHINAGAR
LALLAGUDA
VENKATAPURAM
METTUGUDA
BOLARUM

100
50
450
105
300
200
220
110
1000
120

ARCHDIOCESAN EDUCATIONAL FUND :
Fixed Deposit as on 01st October, 2021

:

Rs. 6,25,00,000/-

Amount in Savings Account

:

Rs. 20,16,778/-

Set apart interest amount being distributed

:

Rs. 40,00,000/-
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Archbishop's Engagements
01. Mon

(Morning)

:

In Office

02. Tue

03.30 p.m.

:

Requiem Mass: Mettuguda Cemetery,
Sec’bad

:

Requiem Mass: Bhoiguda Cemetery, Sec’bad

:

Occupied

(All Souls Day)

05.30 p.m.
03. Wed
04. Thu

10:30 a.m.

:

1st Holy Communions and Confirmations at
Shrine of Our Lady of Good Health,
Khairatabad

05. Fri

(Morning)

:

In Office

:

Occupied

09:00 a.m.

:

Festive Mass, 1 st Holy Communions and
Confirmations at St. Stanislaus Church,
Gaddianaram

08-11. Mon-Thu (Morning)

:

In Office

:

Inaugural Ceremony & Blessing of St. Paul’s
School, Nandrakal (Bethlemite Sisters)

:

Occupied

05:00 p.m.

:

Mass: Divine Mercy Centre, Habsiguda

08:30 a.m.

:

1st Holy Communions and Confirmations at
Holy Family Church, Trimulgherry

05:30 p.m.

:

Silver Jubilee Celebrations, Annual Feast, 1st
Holy Communions & Confirmations, Blessing
of the Renovated Parish House & New
Adoration Chapel at St. Cecilia’s Church,
Dayanandnagar

06. Sat
07. Sun

12. Fri

11:00 a.m.

13. Sat
14. Sun
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15-19. Mon-Fri

:

Online Annual Retreat for the Archdiocesan
Priests

20. Sat

10:00 a.m.

:

Perpetual Profession of the Sisters of Charity
(SCCG) at Provincial House, St. Francis
Convent, Sec’bad

21. Sun

09:30 a.m.

:

1st Holy Communions and Confirmations at St.
Mary’s Basilica, Sec’bad

04:30 p.m.

:

Blessing and the Inauguration of the New
Bishop’s House of Eparchy of Shamshabad

(Morning)

:

In Office

06:00 p.m.

:

Inaugural & Centenary Celebrations 150th
Anniversary of FMA Sisters presence in India
at Auxilium Nava Jeevana, Uppal

11:30 a.m.

:

Mass & Blessing of Extension of Ancillae Nivas
Hostel Building at Shamshabad

:

Occupied

10:00 a.m.

:

1st Holy Communions and Confirmations at St.
Ignatius’ Church, Gagillapuram

05:00 p.m.

:

1st Holy Communions and Confirmations at St.
Joseph’s Cathedral, Gunfoundry

29. Mon

10:30 a.m.

:

Inauguration of Catholic Co-operative Bank,
Sec’bad

30. Tue

(Morning)

:

In Office

22. Mon

23. Tue
24-27. Wed-Sat
28. Sun

30th October, 2021
Archbishop’s House
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Communications
1. MASSES ON ALL SOULS DAY (02 ND NOVEMBER) AND
INDULGENCES IN THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2021 :
A. Every Priest is permitted to celebrate three Masses on ‘All Souls Day’, 2nd
November, accepting Stipend only for one Mass.
First Mass : They can apply in favour of any person and accept a stipend
for the Mass.
Second Mass : Priests are bound to apply it for the Faithful departed.
Third Mass : Priests are bound to apply it for the intentions of the
Supreme Pontiff.
B. Plenary Indulgence: (applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory):
i.

Plenary Indulgence is granted to any one of the Faithful on one of the
days from 01st to 08th November who visits devoutly cemetery or who
simply prays mentally for the dead.

ii.

On All Souls’ Day(or else with the permission of the Ordinary on Sunday
that precedes or follows, or else on All Saints Day) visit a church or chapel
with devotion and there recite the ‘Our Father and Creed’.

C.

Partial Indulgence (applicable only to the Souls in Purgatory);

A

Partial Indulgence is granted to any of the Faithful who :
i.

Visit devoutly cemetery or who simply pray mentally for the dead.

ii.

Recite devoutly Lauds or Vespers of the Office of the Dead, or the invocation
‘Eternal Rest Grant unto them O Lord! R/. And let thy perpetual light
shine on them O Lord !

2. ONLINE ANNUAL RETREAT FOR THE CLERGY OF THE
ARCHDIOCESE OF HYDERABAD:
The online Annual Retreat for the Clergy of the Archdiocese of Hyderabad will
be held from 15th to 19th November, 2021. All the priests are requested to participate
in the Online Annual Retreat.

3. NEW DEAN FOR EMJALA DEANERY
Dear Fathers and Sisters, we are happy to inform that Rev. Fr. Gali Samson is
the new Dean for Emjala Deanery. We congratulate him and extend our prayerful
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wishes. We take this occasion to acknowledge the services of Rev. Fr. P. Gnanareddy
who served as the Dean for Emjala Deanery.

4. TRANSFERS & APPOINTMENTS NOVEMBER 2021
ARCHDIOCESAN CLERGY
1. Rev. Fr. Yeruva Balashowry: Appointed as the Vicar General of the
Archdiocese of Hyderabad, a member of the College of Consulters, ViceChairman of the Archdiocese of Hyderabad Society and Vice-Chairman of
Hyderabad Archdiocesan Educational Society (HAES), in addition to his
present assignment as Parish Priest of St. Joseph’s Cathedral, Gunfoundry.
Invoking the choicest blessings of the Lord upon Msgr. Yeruva Balashowry in his
new ministry.
2. Rev. Fr. Swarna Bernard : Relieved from all responsibilities & obligations as
the Vice-Chairman of the Archdiocese of Hyderabad Society and ViceChairman of Hyderabad Archdiocesan Educational Society (HAES).
Our sincere thanks to Rev. Fr. Swarna Bernard for all the valuable services.
3. Rev. Fr. Pamisetty Praveen :Head-master of Valerian Grammar High School,
Yapral, Sec’bad
4. Rev. Fr. Kurapati Jaya Prathap: Head-master of Christ the King High School,
Ramanthapur in addition to his present assignment as the Director for the
construction of Ave Maria International School, Ramanthapur, Hyd
5. Rev. Fr. Chinnabathini Gnanaprakash : On leave
RELIGIOUS APPOINTMENTS
1. Rev. Fr. Pasala Praveen SHS: Asst. Parish Priest at St. Alphonsus’ Church,
Banjara Hills
2. Rev. Fr. Kolli Michael SHS: Asst. Parish Priest at Infant Jesus Shrine, Emjala
+ Most Rev. Dr. Poola Anthony
Archbishop of Hyderabad
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National News
1. PRESS RELEASE BY HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL OSWALD GRACIAS,
PRESIDENT, CBCI ON THE OCCASION OF THE MEETING BETWEEN
OUR HONORABLE PRIME MINISTER SHRI NARENDRA MODI AND
HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS
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2. PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
MESSAGE FOR THE FEAST OF DEEPAVALI 2021
Christians and Hindus: Together Bringing Light in People’s Lives in Times of Despair
Dear Hindu Friends,
The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue extends its most cordial
greetings to you on the occasion of Deepavali which falls on 4 November this year.
May the observance of this feast even in the midst of anxiety and uncertainty arising
from the present pandemic, and its resultant worldwide crises, light up your lives,
homes and communities with the hope for a better future!
Besides the scars that are fresh in our minds of the first and second waves of
the pandemic which upended the lives and livelihood of people, in one way or
another, there runs through in all of us, in varying degrees, a sense of resignation,
despair and despondency whenever devastating things happen across the globe
caused by factors ranging from terrorism to ecological degradation. These not only
instil fear in people but also add to their distress and despair. It is in this context, we
wish to share with you some thoughts - in keeping with our cherished tradition on how we, both Christians and Hindus can bring the light of hope in people’s lives
in such challenging times.
As amidst the dark clouds of the current pandemic which have caused
immeasurable suffering and trauma to the people there have been silver linings of
solidarity and fraternity, it is within our ability to demonstrate that we can be
‘together’ and overcome every crisis with resolve and love, even the seemingly
insurmountable. The power of solidarity unleashed in alleviating the suffering and
assisting the needy, more so with an interreligious character and responsibility,
gives visibility to the light of hope by putting in evidence the response which
adherents of all religious traditions are called upon to make in times of despair and
darkness. Bringing light together in people’s lives through interreligious solidarity
also validates the usefulness and resourcefulness of religious traditions in society.
A growing awareness of the need to be with and to belong to one another in
the present pandemic period calls for finding, more and more, ways of bringing the
light of hope where there is discord and division, destruction and devastation,
deprivation and dehumanization. Only through a greater awareness among us that
we are all part of one another, that we are brothers and sisters of one another (cfr.
Pope Francis, Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti- On Fraternity and Social Friendship, 3
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October 2020) and that we have a shared responsibility for one another and for
the planet, which is our ‘common home’, can we attempt to lift us out of despair of
any kind. Moreover, by being interdependent and working in solidarity with others,
we shall emerge out of every crisis better. Even the pressing global issues that
threaten to disrupt the harmony between nature and people and the harmonious
co-existence of people such as climate change, religious fundamentalism, terrorism,
hyper nationalism, xenophobia can be effectively addressed since these are concerns
that affect us all.
In times of crisis, while religious traditions- as repositories of centuries of
wisdom - have the power of lifting our sagging spirits, they also have the capacity
to help individuals and communities to reset their life’s compass with hope, with
their gaze fixed beyond their present despair. Above all else, they instruct and invite
their adherents to reach out, using every means in their power, to those who feel a
sense of hopelessness so as to give them hope.
It is incumbent upon religious and community leaders, therefore, to nurture
the spirit of fraternity among their followers with a view to helping them walk and
work together with the people of other religious traditions, most especially during
crisis and calamity of every kind. Fraternity, according to Pope Francis, “is the true
cure for the pandemic and the many evils that have affected us” (Address to the
Members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy See, 8 February, 2021). Being
responsible for one another inter-religiously is a sure means of strengthening
solidarity and fraternity among us, and bringing succour to the afflicted and hope
to the distressed.
As believers grounded in our own respective religious traditions and as persons
with shared vision for and shared responsibility towards humanity, in particular
the suffering humanity, may we Christians and Hindus, individually and collectively,
and joining hands with people of other religious traditions and of good will, reach
out to people who are in despair, to bring light into their lives!
We wish you all a Happy Deepavali!
Miguel Ángel Cardinal Ayuso Guixot,
MCCJ President
Rev. Msgr. Indunil Kodithuwakku Janakaratne Kankanamalage
Secretary
PONTIFICAL COUNCIL FOR INTERRELIGIOUS DIALOGUE
Vatican City
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3. COMMUNIO SUNDAY: November 28, 2021 (First Sunday of Advent)

The first Sunday of Advent is Communio Sunday. This year Communio Sunday
falls on 28 November, 2021. It’s the one Sunday in the year when the entire Latin
Church in India comes together to support the Church’s mission in our country.
And every single donation from Communio Sunday goes to support churches,
hospitals, schools and vocations in the areas where the Church is new, young or
poor.
This is our opportunity and privilege
to show love and solidarity to our Church
family. Through our prayers, we support
missionaries everywhere in spreading the
Good News. And by donating, we respond
to Christ’s call to feed the hungry and
clothe the naked.
Communio brings the Church together
in compassion and communion. Together,
we provide mission dioceses with the
essential support they need to become selfsufficient. Communio works with local
bishops, churches and missionary
congregations, to distribute resources and funds fairly, on the basis of need.

COMMUNIO SUNDAY CIRCULAR
“Love one another as I have loved you” (John 13: 34)
To All Archbishops, Bishops, Priests, Deacons, Religious,
Catechists and Lay Faithful of the Latin Catholic Church in India
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,
1. We are at the threshold of the Season of Advent, a time that renews our
hope as we reflect on the great mystery of the Incarnation. Despite the clouds of
anguish and pain left behind by the Covid-19 pandemic, the feast of Christmas
brightens up our life with that divine joy and peace that this world cannot give us.
Our Lord Jesus Christ has revealed to us the power of love and not love for power.
The Church, in her communion, invites the whole world to this path of new life in
Christ. Today, as we celebrate Communio Sunday, may we become all the more aware
of our identity and mission in this world.
2. In a few days time we will conclude the Year of St. Joseph. Pope Francis,
when listing out, in ‘Patris Corde,’ the characteristics of the fatherly heart of St.
Joseph, describes Joseph as the ‘creatively courageous father.’ The Holy Father
defines ‘creative courage’ as an ‘important element that emerges especially in the
way we deal with difficulties.’ He cites Lk. 5: 17-26 as a clear example of the way
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‘creative courage’ was shown by the friends of
the paralytic, who lowered him from the roof,
in order to bring him to Jesus. Creative courage
joins hands, invents a strategy and executes it.
And, as a result, the endangered humanity is
renewed and restored to life. Does Communio
Sunday invite us to show the same ‘creative
courage’ in the way we love and care for each
other in the communion of the Church?
3. Communio is an initiative of the
Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) since 2018, to assist all our Dioceses
and Religious Congregations working in rural and mission areas in their pastoral
ministry. Its scope is: (i) to build a culture of sharing among our own people in
order to express solidarity with our brothers and sisters in need; (ii) to encourage
our faithful to pray and to support the missions and the missionaries and to
promote vocations to consecrated life; (iii) to inspire our lay faithful to volunteer
to work in mission areas and (iv) to envisage the formation of our faithful as
missionary disciples, as proposed by Pope Francis in Evangelii Gaudium. Through
Communio we synergize, pray and act.
4. Communio aims at lending a helping hand financially to the many needs of
the Church in India, such as construction of churches, supporting the formation of
Priests and Religious, training catechists, etc.
5. Let us celebrate the Communio Sunday with a meaningful participation in
the Eucharistic celebration, where the importance of the occasion is beautifully
reflected in the day’s second reading (1 Thess 3: 12 - 4: 2). St. Paul, writing to the
Thessalonians in the context of the imminent Parousia, prays that ‘the Lord make
them increase and abound in love for one another and for all.’ We are also reminded
thereby to extend our love for one another.
6. The Conference of Catholic Bishops of India takes this occasion to thank you
for your magnanimity and generosity. We wish that God ‘who has begun the good
work in you will bring it completion at the day of Jesus Christ’ (Phil 1: 6), whose
first coming we are preparing to celebrate, and whose second coming we await in
unceasing hope.
May Our Blessed Virgin Mary, the Star of the New Evangelization, and Saint
Joseph, the Patron of the Universal Church, intercede for us.
CCBI General Secretariat
November 1, 2021, Solemnity of All Saints.

+ Filipe Neri Ferrão
President, CCBI
Archbishop of Goa and Daman

+ George Antonysamy, Vice President, CCBI Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore
+ Anil Joseph Thomas Couto, Secretary General, CCBI Archbishop of Delhi
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FIVE WAYS TO CELEBRATE COMMUNIO SUNDAY
1. Pray: Celebrate Holy Mass for the missionaries in India and pray for our
missions and missionaries. Add special prayers of the faithful. Encourage every
family to pray, at least today, for our missionaries.
2. Educate: Read the Communio Sunday Circular to the faithful or explain its
contents. Make your congregation aware about the missionary activities of
the Latin Church in India. Educate your faithful about what is happening in
mission dioceses.
3. Solidarity: Express solidarity with our brothers and sisters where the Church
is new, young and poor. Build a culture of sharing and take a special offering to
support and assist our missionaries. Encourage everyone to contribute as all
our contributions, big or small, would be of great help for the missionary work
of the Church in India.
4. Encourage: Encourage missionary vocations and inspire our faithful to
become missionary disciples. We believe that every baptized Christian is a
missionary. Motivate our faithful to participate in the mission of the Church,
wherever they live.
5. Celebrate: Celebrate Communio Sunday in parishes with various events, like
meetings, missionary shows, exhibitions, competitions, etc. Invite some
missionaries and listen to their witnesses. Honour families or parents who
gave their members or children for the missionary work of the Church as priests,
religious or and lay missionaries.
Homiletical Notes
During the Homily on Communio Sunday, the contents of the Communio Sunday
Circular, especially the three objectives of Communio, are to be explained to the
faithful, in order to: (i) build a culture of sharing so as to express solidarity with our
needy brothers and sisters in the country; (ii) encourage our faithful to pray and
help the missions and the missionaries and to promote missionary vocations, and
(iii) inspire our lay faithful to work in mission areas as lay missionaries.
First Sunday of Advent
First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2
Gospel: Luke 21:25-28-34-36]
Theme: ‘To You, O Lord, I lift up my soul’ (cf. Ps 25, today’s Responsorial Psalm)
During Advent we lift up our souls to the Lord at three levels: (a) in thanksgiving
and gladness at His first coming as Emmanuel – God with us; (b) in hope and
preparedness at His second coming as the Son of Man on the clouds; and (c) in
compassion and love, as we encounter Him everyday amidst us in the Word of God,
in the Sacraments and in all our brothers and sisters.
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The Book of Jeremiah records the tidings of doom and hope. In today’s First
Reading Jeremiah gives us a message of hope that God will fulfil His promise. In
justice God sent the people of Israel in exile, and now, in mercy He redeems them.
In the fulfilment of the promise, God’s justice becomes God’s tender love and mercy.
Jerusalem gets a new name – ‘The Lord Our Justice.’ The justice of the kings had
failed them. Now, God’s justice liberates them.
In the Second Reading, St. Paul, writing to the Church at Thessalonica, which
eagerly awaited the Parousia (the Second Coming), blesses them that God may
‘make them increase and abound in love for one another and for all.’ And this love
has ‘to strengthen their hearts.’ When love abounds in God, it is bound to multiply;
such love gives strength to the weary hearts.
The Gospel Reading has an apocalyptic overtone as it describes the
transformation in the celestial bodies at the advent of the Son of Man. The second
part of the gospel is an exhortation to the hearers not to be drowsy from ‘dissipation,
drunkenness and anxieties of daily life.’ Inviting his audience ‘to be vigilant,’ Jesus
exhorts them to pray.
Hence, today, we lift up our souls to the Lord, awaiting his tender love and
mercy, abounding in fraternal love, and in vigilance and prayer. The soul that lifts
itself to the Lord turns towards others in love here and now. As we lift up our souls
and receive the gifts from God, let us share the same with one another.
Prayers of the Faithful
Celebrant: On this Communio Sunday, “we cannot but speak about what we
have seen and heard!” We remember Jesus’ call to go into the whole world and
proclaim the Gospel. We ask God’s blessings that, through our self-giving and
speaking about our faith, the “Good News” of Jesus may be proclaimed to all nations
and peoples.
Lector: For an increase in our own missionary spirit, that we may be fervent
in our faith and in experiencing the power of God’s love, for we cannot help but
proclaim and share with the entire world what we have seen and heard. For an
increase in missionary charity, that our spiritual and financial sacrifices may help
the message and the love of our Lord to be made known to the ends of the earth, let
us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector: For the Holy Father, Pope Francis, the first missionary of the Church,
and for all missionaries and Church leaders, that God may give them the wisdom
and courage they need as they lead the Church during this pandemic; watch over
them and keep them faithful to their vocation; teach them to recognize and interpret
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the signs of the times; strengthen them with the gifts of the Spirit and help them to
serve the people entrusted to their care, especially the poor and the lowly. Let us
pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector: For every sick person to be healed and for the storm of the pandemic
to subside, that we may learn never to leave anyone alone when they are facing the
onslaught of evil, and that care be guaranteed for everyone, particularly in the
poorest countries. For those who are ill or who live in spiritual loneliness, especially
as they recover from the pandemic, that they may unite their sufferings with the
Crucified Christ for the redemption of the world. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer
Lector: For the leaders of the nations, that they may be committed to justice
for all peoples and dedicated to building a world in peace. We surrender to God our
world which is bruised with war, violence, injustice, economic problems, unemployment and poverty; we ask that our world may be healed and that our hearts
and minds be strengthened in hope. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Lector: For all the departed souls, especially of the missionaries who laid their
lives for the mission of the Church and for the deceased persons who do not have
others to remember them; for all members of our families who have departed from
us and who gifted us with their gentle care, wisdom and support. We ask that the
Lord may pardon their sins and give them eternal rest. Let us pray to the Lord.
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Celebrant: God our Father, You have blessed us with the gift of faith. Increase
our faith and give us the courage to speak about it and share it to the ends of the
earth as we answer our baptismal call to take part in the worldwide mission of
Jesus. We ask this through Your Son, Jesus, Redeemer of the World, who lives and
reigns with You for ever and ever.
All: Amen
Parish Announcements
In the Week before Communio Sunday: Next Sunday we will celebrate
Communio Sunday. The Church in India invites all of us to support mission dioceses,
where priests, religious and lay leaders serve the most vulnerable communities.
Please keep in your prayers the appeal of the Church in India for the missions and
be generous in coming Sunday’s collection for Communio.
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On Communio Sunday: Today is Communio Sunday. We celebrate this day by
remembering our baptismal call to bring the Gospel to all. The collection taken
today for the Communio supports the work and witness of the mission dioceses in
our country, as it provides for priests, religious and lay leaders who offer the Lord’s
mercy and concrete help to the most vulnerable communities in the missions. Thank
you for your generosity.
In the Week after Communio Sunday: Thank you for your generous response
to the collection for the Communio last week on Communio Sunday. Our parish
raised an amount of (insert amount). You may stay connected the year round to
the Church’s missions, continuing the commitment of Communio Sunday by
networking with the Communio Secretariat.
Assist Communio to help our Missionaries
CCBI General Secretariat
Hutchins Road 2 Cross
Bangalore-560084, Karnataka, India Phone: +91-9632381810, 9686110810
Email: ccbisecretariat@gmail.com www.linktr.ee/communioindia
PRAYER | MISSION | SOLIDARITY

International News
1. MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE FIFTH

WORLD DAY OF THE POOR ON SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2021.

1. “The poor you will always have with you” (Mk 14:7). Jesus spoke these words
at a meal in Bethany, in the home of a certain Simon, known as the leper, a few days
before Passover. As the Evangelist recounts, a woman came in with an alabaster
flask full of precious ointment and poured it over Jesus’ head. This caused great
amazement and gave rise to two different interpretations.
The first was indignation on the part of some of those present, including the
disciples, who, considering the value of the ointment – about 300 denarii, equivalent
to the annual salary of a labourer – thought it should have been sold and the proceeds
given to the poor. In Saint John’s Gospel, Judas takes this position: “Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” Saint John goes
on to note that Judas “said this not because he cared about the poor, but because
he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to take what was put in it”
(12:5-6). It was no accident that this harsh criticism came from the mouth of the
traitor: it shows those who do not respect the poor betray Jesus’ teaching and cannot
be his disciples.
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Origen has strong words in this regard: “Judas appeared to be concerned about
the poor... If in our own day some hold the purse of the Church and, like Judas,
speak out for the poor, but then take out what they put in, let them share in the lot
of Judas” (Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, 11, 9).
The second interpretation was that of Jesus, and it makes us appreciate the
profound meaning of the woman’s act. He says, “Let her alone. Why do you trouble
her? She has done a beautiful thing to me” (Mk 14:6). Jesus knows that his death is
approaching, and he sees in her act an anticipation of the anointing of his lifeless
body prior to its placement in the tomb. This was beyond anything the others
present could imagine. Jesus was reminding them that he is the first of the poor,
the poorest of the poor, because he represents all of them. It was also for the sake
of the poor, the lonely, the marginalized and the victims of discrimination, that the
Son of God accepted the woman’s gesture. With a woman’s sensitivity, she alone
understood what the Lord was thinking. That nameless woman, meant perhaps to
represent all those women who down the centuries would be silenced and suffer
violence, thus became the first of those women who were significantly present at
the supreme moments of Christ’s life: his crucifixion, death, burial and resurrection.
Women, so often discriminated against and excluded from positions of
responsibility, are seen in the Gospels to play a leading role in the history of
revelation. Jesus’ then goes on to associate that woman with the great mission of
evangelization: “Amen, I say to you, wherever the
Gospel is proclaimed to the whole world, what she has done will be told in
memory of her” (Mk 14:9).
2. This powerful “empathy” established between Jesus and the woman, and
his own interpretation of her anointing as opposed to the scandalized view of Judas
and others, can lead to a fruitful reflection on the inseparable link between Jesus,
the poor and the proclamation of the Gospel.
The face of God revealed by Jesus is that of a Father concerned for and close to
the poor. In everything, Jesus teaches that poverty is not the result of fate, but a
concrete sign pointing to his presence among us. We do not find him when and
where we want, but see him in the lives of the poor, in their sufferings and needs,
in the often inhuman conditions in which they are forced to live. As I never tire of
repeating, the poor are true evangelizers, for they were the first to be evangelized
and called to share in the Lord’s joy and his kingdom (cf. Mt 5:3).
The poor, always and everywhere, evangelize us, because they enable us to
discover in new ways the true face of the Father. “They have much to teach us.
Besides participating in the sensus fidei, they know the suffering Christ through
their own sufferings. It is necessary that we all let ourselves be evangelized by
them. The new evangelization is an invitation to recognize the salvific power of
their lives and to place them at the centre of the Church’s journey. We are called to
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discover Christ in them, to lend them our voice in their causes, but also to be their
friends, to listen to them, to understand them and to welcome the mysterious wisdom
that God wants to communicate to us through them. Our commitment does not
consist exclusively of activities or programmes of promotion and assistance; what
the Holy Spirit mobilizes is not an unruly activism, but above all an attentiveness
that considers the other in a certain sense as one with ourselves.
This loving attentiveness is the beginning of a true concern for their person
which inspires me effectively to seek their good” (Evangelii Gaudium, 198-199).
3. Jesus not only sides with the poor; he also shares their lot. This is a powerful
lesson for his disciples in every age. This is the meaning of his observation that
“the poor you will always have with you”. The poor will always be with us, yet that
should not make us indifferent, but summon us instead to a mutual sharing of life
that does not allow proxies. The poor are not people “outside” our communities,
but brothers and sisters whose sufferings we should share, in an effort to alleviate
their difficulties and marginalization, restore their lost dignity and ensure their
necessary social inclusion. On the other hand, as we know, acts of charity presuppose
a giver and a receiver, whereas mutual sharing generates fraternity. Almsgiving is
occasional; mutual sharing, on the other hand, is enduring. The former risks
gratifying those who perform it and can prove demeaning for those who receive it;
the latter strengthens solidarity and lays the necessary foundations for achieving
justice. In short, believers, when they want to see Jesus in person and touch him
with their hands, know where to turn. The poor are a sacrament of Christ; they
represent his person and point to him.
Many are the examples of saints who made mutual sharing with the poor their
life project. I think, among others, of Father Damien de Veuster, the saintly apostle
to the lepers. With great generosity, he answered the call to go to the island of
Molokai, which had become a ghetto accessible only to lepers, to live and die with
them. He rolled up his sleeves and did everything he could to improve the lives of
those who were poor, ill and outcast. He became both doctor and nurse, heedless of
the risks involved, and brought the light of love to that “colony of death”, as the
island was then called. He himself contracted leprosy, which became the sign of his
total sharing in the lot of the brothers and sisters for whom he had given his life.
His testimony is most timely in our own days, marked by the coronavirus pandemic.
The grace of God is surely at work in the hearts of all those who, without fanfare,
spend themselves for the poorest, sharing with them in concrete ways.
4. We need, then, wholeheartedly to follow the Lord’s invitation to “repent and
believe in the Gospel” (Mk 1:15). This conversion consists primarily in opening our
hearts to recognizing the many different forms of poverty and manifesting the
Kingdom of God through a lifestyle consistent with the faith we profess. Often the
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poor are viewed as persons apart, as a “category” in need of specific charitable
services. Yet following Jesus entails changing this way of thinking and embracing
the challenge of mutual sharing and involvement. Christian discipleship entails
deciding not to accumulate earthly treasures, which give the illusion of a security
that is actually fragile and fleeting. It requires a willingness to be set free from all
that holds us back from achieving true happiness and bliss, in order to recognize
what is lasting, what cannot be destroyed by anyone or anything (cf. Mt 6:19-20).
Here too, Jesus’ teaching goes against the grain, for it promises what can only
be seen and experienced with complete certainty by the eyes of faith. “Everyone
who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands
for my name’s sake will receive a hundredfold, and inherit eternal life” (Mt 19:29).
Unless we choose to become poor in passing riches, worldly power and vanity, we
will never be able to give our lives in love; we will live a fragmented existence, full
of good intentions but ineffective for transforming the world. We need, therefore,
to open ourselves decisively to the grace of Christ, which can make us witnesses of
his boundless charity and restore credibility to our presence in the world.
5. Christ’s Gospel summons us to display special concern for the poor and to
recognize the varied and excessive forms of moral and social disorder that are
generating ever new forms of poverty. There seems to be a growing notion that the
poor are not only responsible for their condition, but that they represent an
intolerable burden for an economic system focused on the interests of a few privileged
groups. A market that ignores ethical principles, or picks and chooses from among
them, creates inhumane conditions for people already in precarious situations. We
are now seeing the creation of new traps of poverty and exclusion, set by
unscrupulous economic and financial actors lacking in a humanitarian sense and
in social responsibility.
Last year we experienced yet another scourge that multiplied the numbers of
the poor: the pandemic, which continues to affect millions of people and, even when
it does not bring suffering and death, is nonetheless a portent of poverty. The poor
have increased disproportionately and, tragically, they will continue to do so in the
coming months. Some countries are suffering extremely severe consequences from
the pandemic, so that the most vulnerable of their people lack basic necessities.
The long lines in front of soup kitchens are a tangible sign of this deterioration.
There is a clear need to find the most suitable means of combating the virus at the
global level without promoting partisan interests. It is especially urgent to offer
concrete responses to those who are unemployed, whose numbers include many
fathers, mothers, and young people. Social solidarity and the generosity which many,
thanks be to God, have shown are, together with far-sighted projects of human
promotion, making a most important contribution at this juncture.
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6. Nonetheless, one question, which is by no means obvious, remains. How
can we give a tangible response to the millions of the poor who frequently encounter
only indifference, if not resentment? What path of justice must be followed so that
social inequalities can be overcome and human dignity, so often trampled upon,
can be restored? Individualistic lifestyles are complicit in generating poverty, and
often saddle the poor with responsibility for their condition. Yet poverty is not the
result of fate; it is the result of selfishness. It is critical, therefore, to generate
development processes in which the abilities of all are valued, so that complementarity
of skills and diversity of roles can lead to a common resource of mutual participation.
There are many forms of poverty among the “rich” that might be relieved by the
wealth of the “poor”, if only they could meet and get to know each other! None are
so poor that they cannot give something of themselves in mutual exchange. The
poor cannot be only those who receive; they must be put in a position to give,
because they know well how to respond with generosity. How many examples of
sharing are before our eyes! The poor often teach us about solidarity and sharing.
True, they may be people who lack some things, often many things, including the
bare necessities, yet they do not lack everything, for they retain the dignity of God’s
children that nothing and no one can take away from them.
7. For this reason, a different approach to poverty is required. This is a challenge
that governments and world institutions need to take up with a farsighted social
model capable of countering the new forms of poverty that are now sweeping the
world and will decisively affect coming decades. If the poor are marginalized, as if
they were to blame for their condition, then the very concept of democracy is
jeopardized and every social policy will prove bankrupt. With great humility, we
should confess that we are often incompetent when it comes to the poor. We talk
about them in the abstract; we stop at statistics and we think we can move people’s
hearts by filming a documentary. Poverty, on the contrary, should motivate us to
creative planning, aimed at increasing the freedom needed to live a life of fulfilment
according to the abilities of each person. It is an illusion, which we should reject, to
think that freedom comes about and grows through the possession of money.
Serving the poor effectively moves us into action and makes it possible to find
the most suitable ways of raising and promoting this part of humanity that all
too often is anonymous and voiceless, but which has imprinted on it the face of
the Saviour who asks for our help.
8. “The poor you will always have with you” (Mk 14:7). This is a summons
never to lose sight of every opportunity to do good. Behind it, we can glimpse
the ancient biblical command: “If one of your brothers and sisters… is in need,
you shall not harden your heart nor close your hand to them in their need.
Instead, you shall open your hand to them and freely lend them enough to meet
their need… When you give to them, give freely and not with ill will; for the
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Lord, your God, will bless you for this in all your works and undertakings. For
the needy will never be lacking in the land…” (Deut 15:7-8, 10-11). In a similar
vein, the Apostle Paul urged the Christians of his communities to come to the
aid of the poor of the first community of Jerusalem and to do so “without sadness
or compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver” (2 Cor 9:7). It is not a question of
easing our conscience by giving alms, but of opposing the culture of indifference
and injustice we have created with regard to the poor.
In this context, we do well to recall the words of Saint John Chrysostom:
“Those who are generous should not ask for an account of the poor’s conduct,
but only improve their condition of poverty and satisfy their need. The poor
have only one plea: their poverty and the condition of need in which they find
themselves. Do not ask anything else of them; but even if they are the most
wicked persons in the world, if they lack the necessary nourishment, let us free
them from hunger.
The merciful are like a harbour for those in need: the harbour welcomes
and frees from danger all those who are shipwrecked; whether they are
evildoers, good persons, or whatever they may be, the harbour shelters them
within its inlet. You, too, therefore, when you see on land a man or a woman
who has suffered the shipwreck of poverty, do not judge, do not ask for an
account of their conduct, but deliver them from their misfortune” (Discourses
on the Poor Man Lazarus, II, 5).
9. It is crucial that we grow in our awareness of the needs of the poor, which
are always changing, as are their living conditions. Today, in fact, in the more
economically developed areas of the world, people are less willing than in the
past to confront poverty. The state of relative affluence to which we have become
accustomed makes it more difficult to accept sacrifices and deprivation. People
are ready to do anything rather than to be deprived of the fruits of easy gain. As
a result, they fall into forms of resentment, spasmodic nervousness and demands
that lead to fear, anxiety and, in some cases, violence. This is no way to build our
future; those attitudes are themselves forms of poverty which we cannot
disregard. We need to be open to reading the signs of the times that ask us to
find new ways of being evangelizers in the contemporary world. Immediate
assistance in responding to the needs of the poor must not prevent us from
showing foresight in implementing new signs of Christian love and charity as a
response to the new forms of poverty experienced by humanity today.
It is my hope that the celebration of the World Day of the Poor, now in its
fifth year, will grow in our local Churches and inspire a movement of
evangelization that meets the poor personally wherever they may be. We cannot
wait for the poor to knock on our door; we need urgently to reach them in their
homes, in hospitals and nursing homes, on the streets and in the dark corners
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where they sometimes hide, in shelters and reception centres. It is important
to understand how they feel, what they are experiencing and what their hearts
desire. Let us make our own the heartfelt plea of Father Primo Mazzolari: “I beg
you not to ask me if there are poor people, who they are and how many of them
there are, because I fear that those questions represent a distraction or a pretext
for avoiding a clear appeal to our consciences and our hearts... I have never
counted the poor, because they cannot be counted: the poor are to be embraced,
not counted” (“Adesso” n. 7 – 15 April 1949). The poor are present in our midst.
How evangelical it would be if we could say with all truth: we too are poor,
because only in this way will we truly be able to recognize them, to make them
part of our lives and an instrument of our salvation.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 13 June 2021, Memorial of Saint Anthony of Padua
FRANCISCUS

2. MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS FOR THE XXXVI
WORLD YOUTH DAY - 21 November 2021
“Stand up. I appoint you as a witness of what you have seen.” (cf. Acts 26:16)
Dear young people,
Once again I would like to take you by the hand and walk with you on the
spiritual pilgrimage that leads to the 2023 World Youth Day in Lisbon.
Last year’s Message, which I signed shortly before the pandemic broke out,
had as its theme: “Young man, I say to you, arise!” (cf. Lk 7:14). In his providence,
the Lord was already preparing us for the grave challenge we were about to
experience.
Everywhere in the world, we suffered the loss of so many of our dear ones and
experienced social isolation. The health emergency was a particular setback for
you young people, for your life is naturally directed outwards: to school or university,
to work and social gatherings. You found yourselves in difficult situations that you
were not used to facing. Those who found it harder, or lacked support, felt
disoriented. We saw a rise in family problems, unemployment, depression, loneliness
and addictive behaviour, to say nothing of growing stress, tensions, outbursts of
anger and increased violence.
Yet, thank God, this was only one side of the coin. The experience showed us
our fragility, but it also revealed our virtues, including our inclination to solidarity.
All over the world, we saw great numbers of individuals, including many young
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people, helping to save lives, sowing seeds of hope, upholding freedom and justice,
and acting as peacemakers and bridge builders.
Whenever a young person falls, in some sense all humanity falls. Yet it is also
true that when a young person rises, it is as if the whole world rises as well. Young
people, what great potential you have in your hands! What great strength you have
in your hearts!
Today too, God is saying to each one of you: “Arise!” I fervently hope that this
Message may help us prepare for new times and a new page in the history of
humanity. Yet we cannot begin anew without you, dear young people. If our world
is to arise, it needs your strength, your enthusiasm, your passion. I would like, then,
to meditate with you on the passage of the Acts of the Apostles where Jesus says to
Saint Paul: “Arise! I have appointed you to testify to what you have seen” (cf. Acts
26:16).
Paul’s witness before the king
The verse that has inspired the theme of the 2021 World Youth Day is taken
from the testimony of Paul before King Agrippa following his imprisonment. Paul,
formerly the enemy and persecutor of Christians, is now on trial precisely for his
faith in Christ. Some twenty-five years later, the apostle recounted the story of his
fateful encounter with Christ.
Paul states that he persecuted Christians, until one day while travelling to
Damascus to arrest some of them, a light “brighter than the sun” shone around
him and his companions (cf. Acts 26:13). He alone, however, heard “a voice”: the
voice of Jesus who spoke to him, calling him by name.
Saul! Saul!
Let us take a closer look at this event. By calling Saul by name, the Lord made
him realize that he knew him personally. It was as if he said: “I know who you are
and what you are up to; even so, I am speaking directly to you”. Twice, the Lord
calls Paul by name as the sign of an important special vocation; so he had earlier
done with Moses (cf. Ex 3:4) and Samuel (cf. 1 Sam 3:10).
Falling to the ground, Saul realizes that he is witnessing a theophany, a powerful
divine revelation that throws him into confusion, but does not destroy him. Instead,
he finds himself called by name.
Only a personal and non-anonymous encounter with Christ changes lives. Jesus
shows that he knows Saul very well, “inside out”. Even though Saul is a persecutor,
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even though his heart is full of hatred for Christians, Jesus realizes that this is due
to ignorance. He wants to show in him his mercy. This grace, this unmerited and
unconditional love, will be the light that radically transforms Saul’s life.
Who are you, Lord?
Before this mysterious presence calling out his name, Saul asks: “Who are you,
Lord?”
(Acts 26:15) This question is decisive, and sooner or later all of us have to ask
it. It is not enough to hear other people speak about Jesus; we need to speak to him
ourselves, personally. Deep down, this is what prayer is all about. Prayer means
talking directly with Jesus, even though our heart may still be confused and our
mind full of doubts or even contempt for Christ and Christians. I pray that every
young person, in the depths of his or her heart, will eventually ask the question:
“Who are you, Lord?”
We can no longer assume that everyone knows Jesus, even in the age of the
internet. The question that many people are asking of Jesus and his Church is
precisely this: “Who are you?” In the entire story of Saint Paul’s calling, this is the
only time in which he, Paul, speaks. And the Lord immediately replies: “I am Jesus
whom you are persecuting” (ibid.).
“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting!”
With this answer, Jesus reveals to Saul a great mystery: that he sees himself as
one with the Church, with Christians. Up to that point, Saul had seen nothing of
Christ, but only the faithful whom he had cast into prison (cf. Acts 26:10) and in
whose killing he had consented (ibid.). He had seen how Christians responded to
evil with goodness, hatred with love, enduring injustice, violence, calumnies and
persecutions for the name of Christ. In some way, without knowing it, Saul had
already encountered Christ. He had encountered him in Christians!
How many times have we heard it said “Jesus yes, the Church no!”, as if one
could be an alternative to the other. One cannot know Jesus if one does not know
the Church. One cannot know Jesus apart from the brothers and sisters in his
community. We cannot call ourselves fully Christian unless we experience faith’s
ecclesial dimension.
“It hurts you to kick against the goads”
With these words, the Lord speaks to Saul after he had fallen to the ground. Yet
for some time he had no doubt been mysteriously repeating those same words to
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Saul, in an attempt to draw him to himself. Saul, however, had resisted. Our Lord
addresses that same gentle “reproach” to every young person who turns away from
him: “How long will you flee from me? Why can’t you hear me calling you? I am
waiting for you to come back to me”. There are times when we too say, like the
prophet Jeremiah: “I will no longer think about him” (cf. Jer 20:9). Yet a fire burns
in every person’s heart: even if we try to stifle it, we will not succeed, because it is
stronger than we are.
The Lord chose someone who was persecuting him, completely hostile to him
and his followers. We see that, in God’s eyes, no one is lost. Thanks to a personal
encounter with him, we can always start over again. No young person is ever beyond
the reach of God’s grace and mercy. Of no one can we say: He’s too far gone… It’s
too late… How many young people passionately rebel and go against the grain,
while deep in their hearts they feel a need to be committed, to love with all their
heart, to have a mission in life! In the young Saul, Jesus saw exactly that.
Recognizing our blindness
We can imagine that, before his encounter with Christ, Saul was to some extent
“full of himself”, thinking he was “great” on the basis of his moral integrity, zeal,
background and education.
Certainly, he was convinced of being right. Once the Lord reveals himself, Saul
“falls to the ground”, blinded. Suddenly, he is unable to see, both physically and
spiritually. His certainties are shaken. In his heart, he realizes that his passionate
zeal to kill Christians was utterly wrong. He realizes that he does not possess
absolute truth, and is indeed far from it. His certainties and his pride dissipate;
suddenly he finds himself disoriented, weak and “small”.
Such humility – the awareness of our limitations – is essential! Those who are
convinced that they know everything about themselves, other persons and even
religious truths, will find it hard to encounter Christ. Saul, once blinded, lost his
reference points. Alone in darkness, the only clear things were the light he saw and
the voice he heard. How paradoxical! Only when we are blinded, do we start to see!
After his overpowering experience on the road to Damascus, Saul preferred to
be called Paul, a name that means “small”. This was not like those nicknames or
made-up names so common today. His encounter with Christ changed his life; it
made him feel truly small and tore down everything preventing him from truly
coming to know himself. As he tells us: “I became the least of the apostles, unfit to
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the Church of God” (1 Cor 15:9).
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Saint Therese of Lisieux, like so many other saints, loved to say that humility is
truth. Nowadays we fill up our time, especially on social media, with any number
of “stories”, often carefully constructed with backdrops, web cameras and special
effects. More and more, we want to be in the spotlight, perfectly framed, ready to
show our “friends” and “followers” an image of ourselves that does not reflect who
we really are. Christ, the noonday sun, comes to enlighten us and to restore our
authenticity, freeing us from all our masks. He shows us clearly who we are, for
that is exactly how he loves us.
Changing perspective
Paul’s conversion did not involve turning back, but being open to a completely
new way of seeing things. He continued on his journey to Damascus, but something
had changed; now he was a different person (cf. Acts 22:10). Conversion can renew
our everyday lives. We continue to do what we did before, but our hearts and
motives are now changed. In the case of Paul, Jesus told him to continue on to
Damascus, where he had originally been going. Paul obeyed, but the goal and
purpose of his journey were radically altered. From this point on, Paul will view
things with new eyes, no longer as a persecutor and executioner, but as a disciple
and a witness. In Damascus, Ananias will baptize him and present him to the
Christian community. In silence and prayer, Paul would deepen his experience and
the new identity bestowed on him by the Lord Jesus.
Do not dissipate the strength and passion of youth
Paul’s attitude prior to his encounter with the risen Jesus is not so strange for
us. How much strength and passion also well up in your own hearts, dear young
people! Yet the darkness around and inside you can prevent you from seeing things
rightly. You can risk finding yourselves lost in fighting meaningless and even violent
battles. Sadly, the first victims will be yourselves and those closest to you. There is
also the danger of fighting for causes that begin by upholding just values, but once
carried to extremes, turn into destructive ideologies. How many young people today
inspired, perhaps driven, by political or religious convictions, end up becoming
instruments of violence and destruction in the lives of many others! Some, moving
with ease in the digital world, use virtual reality and social networks as a new
battlefield, unscrupulously employing the weapon of fake news to spread venom
and to wipe out their adversaries.
When the Lord broke into Paul’s life, he did not suppress his personality or
passionate zeal. Instead, he brought those gifts of his to full flower by making him a
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great herald of the Gospel to the very ends of the earth.
The apostle of the nations
Henceforth, Paul would be called the “apostle of the nations”. Paul, who had
been a Pharisee, a scrupulous follower of the Law! Here we see yet another paradox:
the Lord putting his trust in the very one who had persecuted him. Like Paul, each
of us can hear a voice in our heart saying: “I trust you. I know your story and I lay
hold of it, together with you. Even if you have often been against me, I choose you
and make you my witness”. God’s ways of thinking can turn the worst persecutor
into a great witness.
Christ’s disciples are called to be “the light of the world” (Mt 5:14). Paul must
now testify to what he saw, but for the time being he is blind. Another paradox! Yet
by virtue of his personal experience, Paul can fully identify with those to whom the
Lord will send him. That was why he was made a witness: “to open their eyes, so
that they may turn from darkness to light” (Acts 26:18).
“Arise and bear witness!”
When we embrace the new life bestowed on us in baptism, the Lord gives us
an important and life-changing mission: “You are to be my witness!”
Today Christ speaks to you the same words that he spoke to Paul: Arise! Do
not remain downcast or caught up in yourself: a mission awaits you! You too can
testify to what Jesus has begun to accomplish in your lives. In Jesus’ name, I ask
you:
- Arise! Testify that you too were blind and encountered the light. You too
have seen God’s goodness and beauty in yourself, in others and in the communion
of the Church, where all loneliness is overcome.
- Arise! Testify to the love and respect it is possible to instil in human
relationships, in the lives of our families, in the dialogue between parents and
children, between the young and the elderly.
- Arise! Uphold social justice, truth and integrity, human rights. Protect the
persecuted, the poor and the vulnerable, those who have no voice in society,
immigrants.
- Arise! Testify to the new way of looking at things that enables you to view
creation with eyes brimming with wonder, that makes you see the Earth as our
common home, and gives you the courage to promote an integral ecology.
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- Arise! Testify that lives of failure can be rebuilt, that persons spiritually dead
can rise anew, that those in bondage can once more be free, that hearts overwhelmed
by sorrow can rediscover hope.
- Arise! Testify joyfully that Christ is alive! Spread his message of love and
salvation among your contemporaries, at school and in the university, at work, in
the digital world, everywhere.
The Lord, the Church and the Pope trust you and appoint you to bear witness
before all those other young people whom you will encounter on today’s “roads to
Damascus”. Never forget that “anyone who has truly experienced God’s saving love
does not need much time or lengthy training to go out and proclaim that love. Every
Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or she has encountered the love of
God in Christ Jesus” (Evangelii Gaudium, 120).
Arise and celebrate WYD in the particular Churches!
Once again, I invite all of you, young people throughout the world, to take part
in this spiritual pilgrimage leading to the celebration of the 2023 World Youth Day
in Lisbon. The next event, however, will take place in your particular Churches, in
the different dioceses and eparchies of the world, where the 2021 World Youth Day
will be celebrated locally, on the Solemnity of Christ the King.
I hope that all of us can experience these steps along the way as true pilgrims,
and not merely as “religious tourists”! May we be increasingly open to God’s
surprises, for he wants to light up our path. May we be more and more open to
hearing his voice, also through the voices of our brothers and sisters. In this way,
we will help one another to arise together and, at this troubled time in our
history, we will become the prophets of a new and hope-filled future! May the
Blessed Virgin Mary intercede for all of us.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 14 September 2021, Feast of the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross
Franciscus
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Dates & Events to Remember
01.
02.
03.
04.
09.
10.
11.
12.
15.
16.

All Saints’ Day (S)
All Souls’ Day
St. Martin De Porres, Rgs (Op.M)
St. Charles Borromeo, Bp (M)
Dedication of the Lateran Basilica (F)
St. Leo the Great, Pope & Dr (M)
St. Martin of Tours, Bp (M)
St. Josaphat, Bp & Mrtr (M)
St. Albert the Great, Bp & Dr (Op.M)
St. Margaret of Scotland &
Gertrude, Vrg (Op.M)
17. St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Rgs (M)
18. Dedication of the Basilicas of Sts. Peter &
Paul, Aps (Op.M)

21. Christ the King (S)
22. St. Cecilia, Vrg & Mrtr (M)
23. Sts. Clement I, Pope & Mrtr & Columban,
Abbot (Op.M)
24. St. Andrew Dung-Lac & Comps, Mrtrs (M)
25 St. Catherine of Alexandria, Vrg & Mrtr
(Op.M)

Happy Birthday Dear Fathers
02. Fr. Chintamohan Michael D’Souza
05. Fr. Mirapakayala Melchizedek
Kennedy
06. Fr. Gollapudi Praveen Kumar
16. Fr. Madanu Ignatius Maria Shekar
18. Fr. Kommareddy Marreddy

20. Fr. Polisetty Anthony Vinay
Kumar
25. Fr. Thathireddy Jayaraj Reddy

Necrology
05. Fr. Joseph D’Souza
MAY ALL THE SOULS OF THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED,
THROUGH THE MERCY OF GOD, REST IN PEACE. AMEN.
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